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NOTICES OF NEW BOOKS. 

La France au point de vue moral. Par Alfred Fouillee. Bibliotheque 
de philosophic contemporaine. Paris, F. Alcan, 1900. — pp. vi, 412. 
M. Fouill6e's work has interest and value as well for foreigners as for his 
own countrymen. The analysis he offers of the present moral condition of 
France, his examination into the causes which have produced what is un- 
satisfactory in it, and his suggestions as to the remedies which are needed, 
are worth the attention of the sociologist, the educationist, and the student 
of ethics. So often has the character of the French, and of the so-called 
' Latin races ' generally, been made the subject of Pharisaical and often 
ignorant condemnation on the part of other peoples, that we can forgive the 
author a little over-anxiety to prove that his country is not at heart less 
morally sound than are other nations. But he does not deny the existence 
of grave evils. He considers at length the increase in juvenile criminality, 
the venality, indecency, and scurrility of the press, and the insufficiency of 
the existing school system as an agent for the moralization of the nation ; 
and the whole discussion displays that thoughtfulness, candor, and lofty 
ethical tone with which readers of M. Fouillee's previous works are familiar. 
Idealist though he is, the author is thoroughly practical in the curative 
measures he proposes. Among these are the establishment of a complete 
responsibility before the law on the part of the press, as the condition 
which alone can render safe its equally complete liberty, an adequate 
teaching of moral principles both to school children and to those who have 
left school, the more certain and effective punishment of crimes, especially 
of such as are due to passion, which often at present are considered excus- 
able and go unpunished, and the reorganization of the educational curri- 
culum, which now in the attempt to give to each and all an instruction that 
shall be integrale, leads too often to the acquisition of a superficial 
smattering of many sciences ; in place of which the effort should be to pro- 
duce "a culture rather intensive than extensive, to particularize instruction 
rather than to universalize it. ' ' We recognize that his strictures might be 
applied to other countries than France when we read : " Nos programmes 
encyclopediques sont le chef a" oeuvre de V ignorance pedagogique. ' ' 

True to his belief in the efficacy of the idees-forces, M. Fouillee looks 
mainly to the direct education of the moral nature for the ethical reforma- 
tion of his country. Strenuously opposed as he is to the pretensions of that 
materialistic socialism which regards right economic conditions as the all- 
essential factor in human welfare, he perhaps, in his turn, undervalues the 
influence for good and evil of the material milieu, even while admitting 
that the tendency of the population to flow into the great industrial centers 
has an important bearing on social and moral problems. It may be, also, 
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that he is not in full accord with modern psychological science, in attaching 
little or no importance to the physical education and recreation of the 
young. Without regarding the foot-ball or the bicycle as a never-failing 
means of grace, it may at least be admitted that healthy out-door amuse- 
ments, especially such as make a demand on the social virtues of mutual 
helpfulness, forbearance, and fair play, have an educative and moralizing 
value not far inferior to that of direct ethical admonition. If there is a not 
unnatural willingness to follow in this respect the lead of ' the Anglo- 
Saxon,' and we detect traces of such a feeling in M. Fouillee himself, 
surely France might here accept as her model the higher example of ancient 
Greece. But even if one thinks that the author's plan for the moral devel- 
opment of the young might advantageously have some additions made to 
it, it is none the less excellent in its main points. His scheme for the 
thorough teaching in schools of a morality which shall be idealistic, and in 
the best sense philosophical, while yet practical and wholly unencumbered 
with theological doctrine, is worthy of the careful study of those interested 
in one of the most important and difficult problems of modern education. 

E. Ritchie. 

Die Theorie des Milieu. Von Dr. Eugenie Dutoit. Bern, C. Sturzen- 

egger, 1899. — pp. 136. 

This book is mainly occupied with a critical discussion of Taine's brilliant, 
if not altogether trustworthy explanation of personality by means of environ- 
ment. The account given of Taine's literary career is interesting, and the 
objections offered to his theory are, in the main, sound in principle, and fair 
in tone. It is now generally recognized that Taine's real merit lies not so 
much in the specific explanation he gave of particular movements and men, 
which were certainly often forced and over-confident, as in his insistence 
on the importance, for any right understanding of events and persons, of an 
investigation into preexisting and coexisting psychical, social, and physical 
facts — in short, in his faith in scientific methods as applicable to history in 
all its branches. E. Ritchie. 

Elemente der empirischen Teleologie. Von Paul Nikolaus Cossmann. 
Stuttgart, A. Zimmer's Verlag (Ernst Mohrmann), 1899. — pp. 132. 
This book is a protest against the present tendency to regard all natural 
law as comprehended under the category of causation. The author dis- 
claims any desire to minimize the advances made in the sciences as a result 
of this point of view ; moreover, he admits without reserve the universal 
validity of the law of causation ; but he thinks that an impartial investiga- 
tion of the biological sciences will disclose another law of no less importance. 
The members of the causal nexus are bound together by more than causal 
relations. All organic life displays the operation of the law of teleology. 
An implicit acceptance of such a view, even if it has not yet met with ade- 
quate expression, is made evident by the frequent use of teleological con- 
cepts in recent biological literature. The writer explains that he uses the 
erm biology to comprehend all the sciences that concern living organisms, 



